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Every family/community/society 

visualized the need for providing adequate 
constructive childhood education for the 
children for them to become useful, 
skillful, responsible and productive 
members of the society. However, there 
are variations of technical details from one 
community or clan to another. The 
characteristics of Nigerian traditional 
family have their bedrock in non-formal 
education where experience and 
practicality are the best teachers. Infact, 
Nigerians, especially Igbos are their  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
brothers’ keepers traditionally. They easily 
cooperate with one another and exercise 
common ownership of properties 
(Nwachukwu, 2008a). 

 
 The emerging responsibility is that 
these cultural traits of accommodating 
relatives should be extended to education 
sector. The family/community/society 
should see the education sector as their 
brothers and accommodate the schools as 
their relations. Talents, skills, wealth, and  
various knowledge possessed by 
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 Abstract 

The characteristics of Nigerian traditional family have their bedrock in 
non-formal education where experience and practicality are the best 
teachers. In reality, good societies do not just emerge, they, are moulded 
by charismatic people and institutions. Culturally, Nigerians, especially, 
the Igbos are their brothers keepers, and believe that every individual is 
full of worth. A good quality education is the one that involves character 
and learning for lifelong skills. The family/community/society should 
wake up and fully team up with the education sector to prepare the 
citizens for life-long skills. These responsibilities are attainable by 
individuals or by groups of individuals, through donations in cash or 
kind. Talents, skills, wealth and various knowledge possessed by 
individuals and groups in the families/communities should be extended 
to the education sector, by willful donations of cash, infrastructures, 
facilities, equipments, chemicals, books, scholarship awards, and even 
services as resource persons. ICT devices should be stocked in schools 
and be utilized as well by the school community. 
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individuals and groups in the 
families/communities should be extended 
to learners in schools by willful donations 
of cash, infrastructures, facilities, 
equipments, chemicals, books and even 
services as resource persons. These 
stakeholders must tap the possibilities 
offered by the new information and 
communication technologies for improving 
the quality of education. 
 
 Mobilization/sensitization will be a 
continuous activity meeting up with every 
emerging challenge of the group as well as 
the education sector (F.M.E, 2000). The 
science/technology sector of education 
should be accorded some importance 
especially with respect to chemistry 
oriented life-long skills. More details are 
given in the subsequent sub-headings. 
 
 
The Role of Family/Parents 
The family/parents are responsible for the 
upbringing of their children/wards be it at 
home or in the school. This therefore 
makes the family to be committed to the 
needs and problems of the school as well 
as individual child’s/ward’s personality.   
 
In Relation to the Children/Wards 
Personality  

Bosah (2000) stated that the 
uniqueness and development of a child is 
best told by the parent and that the 
educator finds such information 
invaluable. Desirable behavioural pattern 
cannot be developed in maximum degree 
by the school alone nor by the parents 
alone. For schools to be effective in skills 

acquisition especially in chemistry 
education, parents’ interest and 
representation must be prominent. The 
above statements tend to support the 
provision in Article 26 of the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights adopted by 
the United Nations General Assembly in 
December 1948 which stated that:  

 
“Parents have a prior right to choose the 
kind of education that shall be given to 
their children”.  

 
In line with the above, Fish (1971:329) in 
Bosah (2000) was of the view that parents 
are vitally important in curriculum 
development. It was further asserted that: 
 

“Except for children, parents have more 
at stake, more personal involvement in 
the results of curriculum, suffer more 
from ineffective curricula and get more 
personal satisfaction from the effects of 
excellent school curricula than any 
other single group in our society” 

 
The above assertion portrays the unique 

position and role of parents in the curricula 
of their children’s school. Chemistry skills 
are not isolated from the school curricula. 
They are integral parts of the school 
curricula, but, require special aptitudes and 
guidance by an expert. Catering for 
necessary conditions forms part of the 
roles of the parents in the education of the 
children for skills acquisition for growth 
and productivity. 

 
 Parents recognize education as an 
instrument for attainment of social and 
material prominence. At the same time 
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these parents are very much interested in 
ensuring that the cultural values and norms 
received by them are transmitted to their 
children/wards through the school. They 
therefore need to monitor, supervise and 
evaluate their children’s activities at 
school. This can only be achieved through 
parents’ interactions with the school and 
also dialoguing for feedback on the status 
of the performance of the children. Parents 
are responsible for their children’s 
upbringing, be it formal, informal or non-
formal. The slogan: “find out where your 
child is and what the child is doing”, is 
fully applicable in this situation. Any 
parent who neglects this role is abandoning 
the education of the child to an unknown 
destination. 
 
 In line with the above assertion, 
the parent’s role in the effective exposure 
of the child to skills acquisition in 
chemistry education for growth and 
productivity is much. The parents and 
teachers should cooperate to attain the 
desired goals. Parents can function in two 
major ways to have effect on the school 
curriculum; namely: 
 As individuals, making inputs such 

as ideas, materials and other 
commitments geared towards 
improvement of the school 
programmes for both their children 
and others, or 

 As members of groups such as 
Parents’ Teachers’ Association 
(PTA), Community or others in 
which the individual identities are 
integrated into the group consensus 

with regard to educational 
programmes within the community. 

However, studies have shown that 
in Nigeria, parents are mostly engaged in 
activities geared towards developing the 
child’s interests and talents such as: 
arranging and paying for private lessons; 
sponsorship to interesting places such as 
factories, zoos (Uzoezie, 2005), as well as 
other activities that showed no indepth or 
personal commitment. Again, the degree of 
achievement of children was found to be 
higher with children of educated parents 
than those of illiterate parents (Mallum 
2002). This means that attempts should be 
made to see that all parents are educated so 
as to function well in their children’s 
education. 
 In addition, Offorma (2005) stated 
that negative attitudes and values militate 
against curriculum implementation in 
Nigeria. This is because most Nigerians 
seem to be too much in hurry to make 
money and therefore tend to neglect the 
basic things that are useful to the society 
and the children imbibe this trait. This 
implies that there is need for attitudinal 
and value reorientations of Nigerians for 
attainment of national growth and 
productivity through skills acquisition in 
education especially in chemistry. A lot of 
patience, selflessness, carefulness, 
thoroughness, talents among other qualities 
are required in this regard. These qualities 
should be cultivated from home upbringing 
and find maturity at school environment. 
Infact, learning psychologists are of the 
view that the most important single factor 
influencing learning is what the learner 
already knows. A disciplined person has a 
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disciplined mind. A non-disciplined person 
cannot acquire chemistry educational skills 
successfully. 
 
 That was why Ajaegbo (2000) 
stated that the home is the oldest and the 
most fundamental vehicle of education, 
and that the family is the primary social 
institution for childhood education. In 
addition, parents are to monitor, guide, 
direct, advise, stimulate, and encourage 
their children. The supervisory functions 
also include encouraging inquisitiveness 
and creativity by allowing the children to 
ask questions of what, how, when, where 
and why, which encourage these values. 
Parents who are uneducated are expected 
to employ the services of educated 
neighbours, friends and relations to 
achieve these aims. Furthermore, it is the 
responsibility of the parents to provide 
reasonable and stimulating environment in 
which their children will learn. As 
supervisors, they are expected to work in 
partnership with the school to guide, 
stimulate and encourage their children to 
learn and also cooperate with the teachers 
and school management in monitoring and 
evaluating the learning problems, needs 
and aspirations of their children. 
 
 In line with the above, parents 
should lay a solid foundation for life-long 
learning by ensuring that the children 
acquire the appropriate learning-to-learn 
self-awareness and values for skills 
through cooperation with the schools.  
 
 
 

In Relation to Problems/Needs of 
Schools 
 There are two major ways in 
which the parents can help in actualization 
of the dreams of skills’ acquisition 
programmes of the school for growth and 
productivity of individuals. These are: 
through direct participation and through 
monetary or material donation to the 
institution. In the first case, the parents can 
offer participatory or support services by 
providing infrastructural facilities, 
chemicals, laboratories, library books, 
printing and computer facilities, public 
enlightenment and social mobilization 
among others. This can be achieved by 
individual parents or groups of parents 
inform of Parents’ Teachers’ Association 
(PTA), or community and other non-
governmental organizations (NGOs). 
 
 Their contributions can provide 
conducive environment necessary for 
effective and efficient teaching – learning 
activities. Parents and teachers can 
exchange useful information about the 
observed behaviours and actions of the 
children generally. This exchange of 
information and views regarding the 
weaknesses and strengths of the children, 
and the problems as well as needs of the 
school will greatly impact the actualization 
of the goals and objectives of the 
programme. Parents can also serve as 
resource persons in any aspect of skills’ 
acquisition education. 
 
 In the aspect of monetary or 
material donation, parents can raise funds 
to build structures like chemistry 

Journal of Teacher Perspective 



 

645

laboratories and skills’ workshops; provide 
furniture and instructional materials, equip 
school libraries/laboratories/workshops, 
and ensure that qualified and dedicated 
teachers are recruited. This also includes 
rewards like scholarship awards to 
deserving individuals, special endowments 
designed to correct gender disparities and 
so on. 
 
 The P.T.A can also make 
representations to the State Ministry of 
Education and draw their attention to the 
problems and needs of the school with a 
view to making them assist in the 
provision of an enabling environment for 
teaching and learning in the school. 
 
The Role of Community/Society  

The community/society can 
function as parents, resource persons, 
donors of money or materials, agents for 
enlightenment campaign and social 
mobilization for full community 
involvement in education for all. All 
communities/societies in the federation, all 
parents and all teachers are stakeholders in 
the success of any education programme in 
Nigeria. The government alone cannot 
push education programme especially 
chemistry to a successful end. This is 
because, education can never be free. 
Someone or some people must undertake 
the sponsorship directly or indirectly. It is 
common in this country to observe that 
beautiful proposals are never meaningful 
actualized. That was why the national 
president of ASU, Adekoya in Bosah 
(2000) gave the following warning: 

“………………… let there be proper 
planning before they start executing . . . 
let them brainstorm  and work out the 
modalities for the implementation of the 
scheme so that some elements will not 
see it as a way to enrich themselves … 
let the teachers who are the moulders 
and builders of the nation be adequately 
paid so that they will be satisfied with 
their job. 

  
Many researchers/educators feel 

that education should be viewed in its 
broadest sense as of a close articulation of 
the formal, the non-formal and informal 
approaches to, and mechanisms for the 
awakening and all-round development of 
the human potentials. Again, there is need 
for inculcation of appropriate learning-to-
learn, self-awareness, citizenship and life 
skills acquisition tendencies by exposure to 
the right type of education. This can be 
achieved by use of different methods in 
education which includes “use of resource 
persons” that could be drawn from the 
local community or society. Possible 
resource persons may be farmers, 
industrialists, scientists, technicians, 
politicians, medical doctors, nurses, 
blacksmiths, welders, environmentalists, or 
even ordinary men or women in the 
community/society who could contribute 
something to groups of learners. 

 
 The local resource person could 
become a regular visiting guest speaker for 
a term, a fortnight or a month. These 
resource persons become time-tabled and 
are able to provide a more comprehensive 
input to the curriculum. These communal 
resource persons may also teach while 
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based in their environments through 
interviews by selected groups or learners. 
This implies that learners may visit places 
or people with expertise in field trips, or, 
arrangements could be made for experts to 
visit the learners in the institutions.  
 

The blacksmiths/welders make use 
of wood charcoal/oxy-acetylene flames in 
shaping their metals. After their 
fabrications, there are residues of coke, 
lime etc and these are products of chemical 
reactions. There are other possible cases of 
chemical skills acquisition through 
exposure to community/society craftsmen. 
These are ways of helping learners develop 
interest in chemistry as a science 
discipline. 
 
Role as Monetary or Material Donor  
 The local communities should 
remain at the vanguard of social 
mobilization for every emerging challenge. 
Philanthropists should be sensitized at 
grassroot levels to donate both fund and 
materials for sustenance of education at all 
levels and for all purposes. That was why 
FME (2000) stated that: 

 
“To restore the people’s confidence in 
the educational system and especially in 
the pronouncements and promises of 
Government, mobilization efforts will 
as much as possible be undertaken by 
local communities (their rulers, 
traditional opinion moulders, religious 
leaders, respected citizens, traditional 
institutions, parents – teachers 
associations in very ordinary settings 
and conditions of life)” 

  This implies developing in the 
entire citizenry a strong consciousness for 
education and a strong commitment to its 
vigorous promotion. The messages should 
be appropriately targeted to every special 
group, and every problem situation 
especially problems in chemistry skills 
acquisition. 

 
 Wealthy citizens can be mobilized 
and sensitized to donate money for solving 
the problems in education programme. By 
so doing, the school environment will be 
made learner-friendly as well as teacher-
friendly. This involves the provision of 
appropriate forms of infrastructures and 
facilities. Infrastructures and facilities refer 
to the physical and spatial enablers of 
teaching and learning. They include 
classrooms, libraries, laboratories, 
workshops, playfields, school farms and 
gardens, as well as provisions for water 
and sanitation. In addition, the new 
Information and Communication 
Technologies (ICT) have offered 
opportunities for improving the quality of 
education. Therefore, donation of ICT 
devices, or, funds for their purchase 
constitute special donation for promoting 
education. This is because the information 
age is regarded as the knowledge age and 
the education system has to join the race. 
 
 In line with the above, Nworgu 
(2008) noted that the advent of the new 
information technologies in our 
educational systems is bound to affect our 
educational systems in terms of its 
philosophy, curriculum content, 
pedagogies, goals and objectives, 
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instructional media, researches as well as 
modes of evaluation. Teachers are now 
faced with how to cope with an ever 
increasing wealth of knowledge, 
adaptation of the internet for instructional 
purposes, digitalization as well as 
application of new information 
technologies in the classroom. Meeting the 
demands from the above requires a huge 
sum of money which the government alone 
cannot provide. The community/society 
has a gigantic role to play in this herculean 
task being faced by the country’s education 
system in general, science and technology 
education in particular. 
 
 The problems facing the chemistry 
sector of the Nigerian schools are 
considered monumental and need to be 
addressed before embarking on any 
meaningful programme. Such problems 
include: dilapidated or no laboratories, 
absence of facilities/chemicals, absence of 
skilled laboratory personnel like 
technologists, technicians, assistants, 
attendants and others to man the laboratory 
work; lack of fund for purchases and 
maintenance as well as inadequate stock of 
teachers in both quality and quantity to 
facilitate the teaching and learning of 
chemistry. It is expected that all the 
communities in the Federation, the society 
at large and all reasonable adults should 
rise up to tackle all the challenges of all 
sectors of Nigerian education system. 
Many useful life skills are connected with 
chemistry and chemical activities. 
Attention and emphasis should be directed 
to chemistry classrooms where these skills 

could be acquired for life long subsistence 
(Nwachukwu, 2008b). 
 
 Again, there are individuals both 
young and old who, for one reason or 
another have had to interrupt their 
schooling. Usually, financial constraints 
form the most common obstacle. It is 
therefore the responsibility of the 
community to lookout for such needy 
individuals as a step towards their 
rehabilitation for education. Also, proper 
arrangements should be made for catering 
for the learning needs of the young ones 
among them. The following conclusions 
therefore form the next subheading. 
 
Conclusions 

The emerging roles and 
responsibilities of the family, 
community/society in Nigerian education 
system especially chemistry education in 
the 21 century, are many-fold. These roles 
range from individual contributions to 
group contributions such as parents, 
parent-teachers’ association, private sector, 
NGOs, communal efforts among others. 
The type of roles could be advisory, 
donation of money or materials as well as 
being resource persons among others. 
 
Recommendations 
 It is therefore recommended that 
the family as well as community and 
society should wake up from sleep to fully 
embrace their roles/responsibilities in the 
Nigerian education sector in general for 
life-long subsistence of both the individual 
and the nation. This can be achieved either 
by individual contributions or group inputs 
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through direct participation and through 
monetary or material donations. 
 
 Since the standard of education of 
any country influences the level of 
development, all stakeholders comprising 
the family, the society and the community 
should cooperate with the school 
authorities to ensure that the best type of 
education in both quality and quantity is 
provided. This can be achieved by making 
the school environment learner-friendly as 
well as teacher-friendly by provision of 
appropriate forms of infrastructure and 
facilities in addition to public 
enlightenment and social mobilization 
among others. Special endowment funds 
and scholarship awards to deserving 
individuals should also be provided.  
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